
Bishop Fabre’s Message  
 

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, Peace be with you, 
 

One of our diocesan patrons, St. Francis de Sales, often stated that if we walk 

steadily and faithfully with the Lord, God will lift us up to greater things. In 

response, God then invites us to lift up others in faith. 
 

In these challenging times, it is important to remember how God has lifted us up in 

faith, and how we are thus called to lift up others up in faith.  
 

Through our Annual Bishop’s Appeal, through our prayer and financial gifts, we 

can lift others up in faith. 
 

Every prayer and every gift makes it possible for you as a part of our diocese to lift 

up others in faith by supporting four specific areas of need in our diocese.   
 

The first area of need is the formation of our seminarians. It costs on average 

$45,000 each year for four to eight years to prepare each seminarian to become a 

priest for our diocese.  
 

The second area of need is the support of our retired priests. They have served us 

well and your gifts help us to meet our responsibilities to them in their retirement. 
 

The third area of need is support for the youth formation in our parish schools of 

religion. The Diocesan Office of Parish Support oversees our efforts in church 

parishes to provide faith formation to our young people. 
 

The fourth area of need is the youth formation in our Catholic schools.  The 

Diocesan Office of Catholic Schools oversees our efforts to accomplish the 

mission of Catholic education for our young people.  
 

I assure you that every prayer and gift will help our Diocese impact the lives of so 

many. Our fostering of vocations to priesthood and consecrated religious life 

continues to be fruitful.  Our responsibilities to our retired priests are met because 

of your prayers and support.  Our youth are receiving in parish schools of religion 

and in Catholic schools, the faith formation they need due to your support.  We 

simply cannot accomplish these things without your prayer and financial help. And 

we are thankful for your generosity. 
 

I ask you to consider supporting our Annual Bishop’s Appeal through your 

financial gifts and prayers. 
 

May you be abundantly blessed for your generous response to this year’s appeal. 

Be assured of my prayers and deep appreciation for your faith and 

generosity.  God’s peace and blessing be with you! 
 

Faithfully yours 

Bishop Shelton Fabre 

Bishop of the Diocese of Houma-Thibodaux 


